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They finally settled on a house at Bishopsgate
just outside Windsor Park, where they passed
several months of tranquillity and comparative
health; perhaps the most peacefully happy time
that Shelley had ever known or was ever to
know. Shadows he, too, had to haunt him, but
he was young, and the reaction from the long-
continued strain of anxiety, fear, discomfort, and
ill-health was so strong that it is no wonder if he
yielded himself up to its influence. The summer
was warm and dry, and most of the time was
passed out of doors. They visited the source of
the Thames, making the voyage in a wherry from
Windsor to Cricklade. Charles Clairmont was of
the party, and Peacock also, who gives a humor-
ous account of the expedition, and of the cure
he effected of Shelley's ailments by his prescrip-
tion of " three mutton chops, well peppered/'
Shelley was at this time a strict vegetarian.
Mary, Peacock says, kept a diary of the excur-
sion, which, however, has been lost. Shelley's
" Stanzas in the churchyard of Lechlade" were
an enduring memento of the occasion. At
Bishopsgate, under the oak shades of Windsor
Great Park, he composed A las tor, the first mature
production of his genius, and at Bishopsgate
Mary's son William was born, on 24th January
1816.
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